[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: ]Meridian Music curriculum map

At Meridian, we believe that music is a vital part of every child’s education. It enables pupils to express their thoughts, ideas and feelings, to explore their creativity and to develop key skills in language, movement and self-regulation. Above all, music is joyful – and we want every child to experience that joy.
We recognise singing as the most powerful gateway to a lifelong engagement with music and as the foundation for learning to play instruments. Singing stimulates the brain, provides emotional release and creates shared experiences that unite us as a school. At Meridian, we achieve musical heights together in choirs and ensembles that would not be possible alone.
Our children enjoy a rich range of opportunities to sing, play instruments, compose, listen to and evaluate music. They develop confidence through regular performances – as individuals, in class groups and as a whole school. Weekly singing assemblies, led by the school’s music coordinator and high-quality classroom lessons ensure that music is a consistent, creative thread in their education.
We believe music builds community. It is for everyone, and through active participation, our pupils grow in confidence, happiness and resilience. We want every child to leave Meridian with positive musical memories and a deep appreciation of how music can enrich their lives.


	EYFS
	Skills
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	Improvise and compose
	Make up new words and actions about different emotions and feelings.
Explore making characters/environments with voices and percussion instruments.
	Make up new words and accompanying actions.
Use instruments to represent different sounds e.g. animals, transport

	Develop a song by composing new words and adding movements and props.
Compose music based on characters and stories.

	Tambourines, shaker, triangles, claves, maracas, djembe, wood block, guiro, egg shakers
	loud/quiet
louder/quieter
fast/slow
faster/slower
high/low
higher/lower

call and response
march

	Sing and play
	Sing with a sense of pitch, following the shape of the music.
Begin to mark the beat of the song with actions.
Join in with nursery rhymes and songs for the Nativity.
	Sing a rising and falling melody, following the shape with voices.
Join in with songs for singing assembly.
Join in with simple call and response songs.
	Sing a melody with increasing pitch accuracy.

Sing in a small group, solo with support

Play a steady beat on percussion instruments.
	I’ve got a grumpy face
Alice the camel
Witch, witch
Five fine bumble bees
	

	Listen and appraise
	Identify contrast in tempo
Identify contrast in dynamics
	Begin to use musical terms (louder/quieter, faster/slower, higher/lower)
Listen and find the beat or a piece of music

	Respond to music in different ways and move in time to the beat (movement, marching, walking, drawing, clapping)

	
	

	AIM
	By the end of the year EYFS pupils can sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.  Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with the music.











	Year 1
	Skills
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	Improvise and compose
	Compose music to march to using tuned and un-tuned percussion.
Experiment with sound to create sound effects e.g. aquarium, rainstorm, journey
	Improvise question-and-answer phrases using percussion instruments.

	Compose word patterns in groups using do-re-mi
Understand the difference between creating rhythm and pitch (clap vs. sing)
	Tambourines, chocolos, triangles, claves, maracas, djembe, cow bell, wood block, guiro, egg shakers, finger cymbals, castanets, rain maker, cabassa, agogo blocks

Xylophone, chime bars, glockenspiel
	tempo
rhythm
pitch
chant
beat
melody
graphic symbol

Solfa: do, re, mi

	Singing and musicianship
	Copy a leader in a call-and-response song, waiting for turn.
Sing simple songs, chants and rhymes from memory.
	Sing a song in unison rhythmically and in tune.
Play classroom instruments or body percussion on the beat.
	Sing a wide range of call and response songs to control pitch and to match pitch they hear with accuracy.
	Boom Chicka Boom
Dr Knickerbocker
Kye Kye Kule
	

	Listen and appraise
	Describe features of a march (steady beat)
	Recognise how graphic symbols can represent sound
	Respond to the pulse in music through movement, drawing, dance.
	LISTENING
Classical: Rondo alla Turca MOZART
Pop: Wild man KATE BUSH
Blues: Runaway Blues MA RAINEY
Traditional: Brazil, Samba, Fanfarra SERGIO MENDES
RESPONDING
Mattachins from Capriol Suite WARLOCK
Trepack from The Nutcracker TCHAIKOVSKY
Scherzo from The Firebird Suite STRAVINSKY
	

	AIM
	By the end of year 1 children develop pitch-matching skills singing a song that moves in step (mi-re-do).  They can demonstrate keeping a beat as they sing and clap the rhythm.  They are happy to sing independently and with a partner.






	Year 2
	Skills
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	Improvise and compose
	Improvise rhythms to a backing track using the note C or G
Compose a call-and-response song 
Select instruments and compose music to reflect different sounds e.g. an animals character
	Begin to understand duration and rhythm using crotchet (walk), quaver (jog) and rest (shh).

Structure musical ideas into a class composition
	Create and perform their own chanted rhythm patterns using stick notation in 2 or 3 time.
	Tambourines, chocolos, triangles, claves, maracas, djembe, cow bell, wood block, guiro, egg shakers, finger cymbals, castanets, rain maker, cabassa, agogo blocks

Xylophone, chime bars, glockenspiel
	crotchet
quaver
minim
rest
conductor
melody
dynamics
duration
pulse

	Singing and musicianship
	Play a melody on tuned percussion.
Follow signals given by a conductor/leader
	Sing with good diction.
	Perform a song to a larger audience.
	Rain, rain, go away
Trad. Star light, star bright
Paintbox
Trad. Bangladesh Hatti – ma tim tim
	

	Listen and appraise
	Listen with increased concentration.
Respond to changes in music (speed, duration, articulation) using movement.
	Begin to talk about volume and dynamics using musical terms: crescendo, diminuendo, accelerando, ritenuto
	Recognise and play echoing phrases by ear.
	LISTENING
Classical: Bolero RAVEL
Rock n Roll: Hound Dog ELVIS PRESLEY
Pop: With a little help from my friends BEATLES
Blues: Runaway Blues MA RAINEY
Traditional: Indonesia, Gamelan, Baris GONG KEBYAR OF PELIATAN
RESPONDING
Maple Leaf Rag JOPLIN – in 2
The Elephant from Carnival of the Animals SAINT-SAENS – in 3
	

	AIM
	By the end of Year 2 children can sing a song with larger intervals (jumps between notes) with accurate pitch.  They can feel the beat and demonstrate it with actions and can confidently clap the rhythm of the song. They can follow simple performance directions (start/stop, louder/softer)







	Year 3
	Skills
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	Improvise and compose
	Compose a pentatonic ostinato
Compose a song using symmetry to develop melody, structure and rhythmic accompaniment.
	Compose a 4 beat rhythm pattern.
Sing a call-and-response song with an invented drone accompaniment
	Improvise simple patterns on the spot using rhythms and notes C-D-E.
Compose music, structuring ideas into a beginning, middle, end.
Notate, read and follow a score
	Tuned percussion (xylophones, glockenspiels, chime bars)
Boomwhackers (for pitch-focused tasks)
Untuned percussion (claves, wood blocks, drums, shakers, triangles, tambourines)
Voices (always central for call/response, drones, improvisation, song-writing)
Keyboards (optional but very useful for drones, basslines and symmetry work)

	Fast (allegro)
Slow (adagio)
Ostinato
Loud (forte)
Quiet (piano)
verse/chorus
drone
stave
clef

(review crotchet, quaver, minim from Y2)

	Singing and musicianship
	Sing a call-and-response song in groups, holding long notes confidently.
Play melodic and rhythmic accompaniments to a song.

	Recognise a verse/chorus structure.
Play a one-note part contributing to the chords accompanying the verses.
	Sing solo or in a pair in call-and-response style.
Create a simple score.
Recognise and copy rhythms and pitches C-D-E-F-G
Understand how to link each syllable to one musical note.
	Heads, shoulders, knees and toes
Skye boat song
Traditional Japan: Kaeru no uta
Traditional England: Ah! Poor bird
Traditional England: Hey, Ho! Nobody home
	

	Listen and appraise
	Listen and identify where notes in the melody of the song go up and down.
Identify how the pitch and melody of a song has been developed using symmetry.
	Listen to a range of music and understand influences on the music recognising some musical features.

	Begin to develop an understanding and appreciation of music from different musical traditions.

	LISTENING
Classical: Night on a Bare Mountain 
MUSSORGSKY
Classical: Jai Ho from Slumdog Millionaire A.R.RAHMAN
Funk: I got you JAMES BROWN
Disco: Le Freak CHIC
Traditional: India, classical, Sahela Re AMONKAR
	

	AIM
	By the end of Year 3 children begin to develop the skill of singing in harmony by holding a note while another part sings.  Children will sing smoothly and gently and accompany themselves with a drone. They can read and perform 1-line patterns on a stave (C–G)



	Year 4
	Skills
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	Improvise and compose
	Improvise with the voice on the notes of the pentatonic scale (D-E-G-A-B)
Improvise and compose, creating atmospheric music for a scene with a given set of instruments.
Create short sounds inspired by colours and shapes.
Structure musical ideas into a composition.
Create and read graphic scores.
	Explore with voices over the chords in a song.
Improvise and compose, exploring how timbre, dynamics and texture can be used for impact e.g. in a fanfare.
Invent a melody.
Map graphic notation to staff notation.
	Compose a pentatonic melody.
Create ostinatos and layer up different rhythms.
Create and follow a score using minim, crotchet, rest and quavers to create 2, 3 or 4 beat phrases.
	PITCH: glockenspiels, xylophones, chime bars, boomwhackers, keyboards, ocarinas, recorders, voices
RHYTHM/OSTINATO: claves, woodblocks, guiros, tambourines, maracas, shakers, djembes, bongos, triangles, cymbals, body percussion
FOR ATMOSPHERE: rainsticks, ocean drum, bells, chimes, finger cymbals, guiros, voices for effect (e.g.whispering) tuned percussion used unconventionally e.g. glissandi
OSTINATO/RIFFS: untuned percussion – drum patterns, voices
	Getting faster (accelerando)
Getting slower (rallentando)
Pentatonic scale
major, minor
getting louder (crescendo)
getting softer (decrescendo)
smooth (legato)
detached (staccato)


	Singing and musicianship
	Sing in different styles e.g. gospel, with expression and dynamics using the full octave.
Play a bass part and rhythm ostinato along to a song.
	Sing with rhythmic accuracy including swung rhythms.
Play repeated rhythmic patterns.
Count musically.
	Sing with expression and a sense of style of the music.
Sing a part in a partner song, rhythmically and from memory.
	Servant King KENDRICK
Happy Birthday
Trad. Ghana: Nanuma
Just Like a Roman
Hear the wind
	

	Listen and appraise
	Listen and move in time to the music
Recognise elements of the music that establish mood and character e.g. the rhythm.
Talk about the effect of timbre (effect of a particular instrument sound.)
Understand that instruments can be use individually or in combination to create different effects of timbre and texture.
	Listen and identify similarities and differences between styles.
Listen and appraise, talk about musical characteristics using musical vocabulary.
	Compare music extracts and understand that the pentatonic scale features in lots of music traditions and cultures.
Watch a film and analyse it in a musical context.
Identify similarities and differences between pieces of music in a similar style.
	LISTENING
Classical: Symphony No.5 BEETHOVEN
Classical: For the beauty of the Earth RUTTER
Jazz: Take the A Train BILLY STRAYHORN/DUKE ELLINGTON ORCHESTRA
90’s Indie: Wonderwall OASIS
Traditional: Punjab, Bhangra, Bhabiye Akh Larr Gayee BHUJHANGY GROUP
Traditional: Trinidad, Calypso, Tropical Bird TRINIDAD STEEL BAND
	

	Technology and recording
	Use the tablet voice recorder to capture a 20–30s performance; play back, trim the start/end, and rename the file sensibly.
	In Chrome Music Lab: Song Maker, make an 8–16 beat loop with 2 layers (beat + melody); save and share the link/QR.
	Build a simple A–B arrangement by muting/unmuting one layer; take a screenshot or export audio; say which layer is beat/melody.
	tablets, built-in recorder, Chrome Music Lab, QR generator
	

	AIM
	By the end of Year 4 children are able to sing a part with accurate pitch and rhythm in a partner song and adopt a rhythmic movement or accompaniment. 



















	Year 5
	Skills
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	Improvise and compose
	Compose body percussion patterns to accompany a sea shanty.  Write these using rhythm grids.
Improvise and compose ‘doodling’ with sound, playing around with pitch and rhythm to create a strong hook.
Create fragments of songs that can be developed into songs.
	Improvise freely over a drone.
Show understanding of how a drum pattern bassline and riff fit together to create a memorable and catchy groove.
Arrange sections (intro/groove/break/outro)
Compose and perform these on a variety of instruments as part of a group.
	Compose a kecak vocal piece as part of a group.
Improvise and compose a piece in ternary form using the pentatonic scale, containing an accompaniment, contrasting dynamics and tempo.
	DRONE: Keyboards (hold down one or two notes) Tuned percussion with beaters (xylophone – use soft beaters for a drone effect) Boomwhackers (rotated or passed around to sustain)
Recorders/ocarinas (long notes if wind instruments are available) Voices (humming or singing a held pitch)
DRUM PATTERN: djembes, bongos, drum kit, body percussion
BASS LINE: lower register chime bars, keyboard, low boomwhackers, guitar
RIFF: glockenspiel, xylophone, ocarina, recorder, voice
	Simple time
Compound time
ternary form (ABA)
triad
semibreve
semiquaver
genre
unison
round
Bar/measure

	Singing and musicianship
	Sing a song e.g. sea shanty, expressively, with accurate pitch and strong beat.
Play bass notes, chords or rhythms to accompany singing.
Sing in unison while playing and instrumental beat.
	Sing a song in two parts with expression and an understanding of its origins.
Sing a round and accompany themselves with a beat.
Play a drone and chords to accompany singing.
	Sing/chant a part within a kecak performance.
Sing and play a melody.
Sing in a 3 part round with a pitched ostinato.
	Traditional Ireland: Danny Boy
Row, Row, Row your boat
Taditional Uganda: Dipidu
High low chickalo
Yellow Submarine THE BEATLES
	

	Listen and appraise
	Talk about and describe some of the features using music vocabulary.
Recognise individual instruments and voices by ear.
Listen to a selection of Gospel music and spirituals and identify key elements that give the music its unique sound.
Talk about music using appropriate music vocabulary.
Listen and appraise, identifying the structure of songs.
	Listen and copy back simple rhythmic patterns.
Identify drum patterns and riffs and play them using body percussion.
Develop listening skills and an understanding of how different instrumental parts interact (texture) by responding to each through movement.

	Develop knowledge and understanding of Balinese musical forms of gamelan beleganjur and kecak.
Listen and match vocal and instrumental sounds to each other and to notation.
Listen, appraise and respond to music using drawing and words.
Understand and recognise ternary form.
	LISTENING
Classical: English Folk Song Suite VAUGHAN WILLIAMS
Symphonic variations on an African Air COLERIDGE-TAYLOR
90’s singer: Play Dead BJÖRK
80’s Synth Pop: Smalltown Boy BRONSKI BEAT
Traditional: Nigeria, Drumming, Jin-Go-La-Ba BABATUNDE OLATUNJI
Traditional: South Africa, choral, Inkanyezi Nezazi LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO
RESPONDING
La Mer DEBUSSY
The River Flows in You YIRUMA – evoke images of water
	

	Technology and Recording 
	Build a 3-part groove using pre-made loops (BandLab for Edu Loop Packs or Song Maker blocks); keep to a click; adjust volume sliders only.
	Record one live part (spoken chant/handclap ostinato) over a backing loop on a tablet; trim and title it.
	Arrange intro–groove–ending by dragging blocks (or duplicating Song Maker grids); add a simple fade (preset if available) and export/share.
	Chrome Music Lab; headphones/splitters
	

	AIM
	By the end of Year 5 children are able to sing a part in a round with a pitched ostinato and they perform with a sense of ensemble.

	
	
	




























	Year 6
	Skills
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	Improvise and compose
	Compose a syncopated melody using the notes of a C major scale.
Create their own song lyrics.
Fit their lyrics to a pulse.
Write a melody and sing it.
Structure their ideas into a complete song.

	Compose an 8-bar piece on percussion in 3 time and using F and C major chords.
Use music vocabulary and knowledge to discuss similarities and differences in pieces of music.
Learn some simple choreography to accompany a song.
Create variations a wide variety of composing techniques.
Improvise on top of a repeating bassline.
	Create an accompaniment.
Create an extended melody with three distinct phrases including repetition and contrast.
Experiment with harmony - I–V or I–IV–V
Create a rhythmic piece for drums and percussion instruments.
	Tuned percussion: xylophones, glockenspiels, chime bars
Untuned percussion: drums, tambourines, shakers, claves, triangles, wood blocks, guiros
Boomwhackers (for chords & basslines, also harmony experiments)
Keyboards / piano (for chords, basslines, harmony, song-writing)
Voices (central for song-writing, improvising, harmony, choreography)
Optional: guitars (for chordal accompaniment)

	Polyphonic
homophonic
syncopation
chord progression
very loud (fortissimo)
very quiet (pianissimo)
moderately loud (mezzo forte)
moderately quiet (mezzo piano)
pizzicato
tremolo
phrase/cadence

	Singing and musicianship
	Sing a syncopated melody accurately and in tune.
Sing and play a class arrangement with a good sense of ensemble.
	Sing a round accurately and in legato style.
Sing a chorus in two-part harmony with dancing on the beat
Decipher a graphic score.

	Sing a chorus in three-part harmony.
Sing three or four part rounds.
Play a melody following staff notation written within one octave.
	Calypso JAN HOLDSTOCK
One moment, one people
Be the change
There’s a power in the music
Trad. S. Africa Siyahamba
Dona Nobis Pacem
Trad. Ghana: Senwa da dende
	

	Listen and appraise
	Listen to historic recordings of big band swing and describe features of music using musical vocabulary.
Explore the influences on an artist by comparing pieces of music from different genres. 
Identify features of timbre, instrumentation and expression in an extract of music.
Use musical knowledge and vocabulary to discuss similarities and differences in pieces of music.
Create a shadow movement piece in response to music.
	Identify changes in texture between parts moving together and parts moving independently.
Listen and appraise, recognising and identifying key musical features such as rhythm, timbre, tempo, structure and instruments.
	Identify ways songwriters convey meaning (through lyrics, the music and the performance.)
Understand different ways that rhymes work in songs.
Identify different elements of a song’s structure. 
Understand the concept of identity and how you can express that in songs.
Develop knowledge and understanding of a variety of musical styles from India, talking about them using musical vocabulary.
Demonstrate coordination and keeping a steady beat by dancing to bhangra music.
	LISTENING
Classical: 1812 Overture TCHAIKOVSKY
Classical: Connect It ANNA MEREDITH
90’s RnB: Say My Name DESTINY’S CHILD
Traditional: Middle East, Folk, Sprinting Gazelle REEM KELANI
Traditional: Poland, Folk, Mazurkas Op.24 CHOPIN
Traditional: Argentina, Tango, Libertango PIAZZOLLA
	

	Technology and recording
	Plan verse/chorus; stack 2–3 tracks only (drum loop + drone + voice) in BandLab/GarageBand; label sections (V/C) and keep to click.
	Make a clean mix using volume + mute (no effects); export an mp3 and add title & credits in the filename.
	Publish/share to the class VLE/drive; attach a 3-sentence reflection (what I made, one thing I improved, what I’d try next). 
	BandLab Edu or GarageBand (class login), tablets/headphones, shared drive/VLE
	

	AIM
	By the end of Year 6 children can hold a part in a three-part harmony, while dancing in time with the music and each other.  Children sing with a sense of ensemble.
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